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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MANILA 07456 080856Z 
ACTION AGRE-00 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 10-13 ISO-00 STRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-00 DODE-00 EB-08 FRB-03 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 CTME-00 AID-05 
SS-15 STR-07 ITC-01 TRSE-00 ICA-11 SP-02 SOE-02 
OMB-01 DOE-15 /124W 

040575 081231Z/53 

R 080843Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5398 
USMISSION GENEVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MANILA 07456 
PASS STR, USDA; GENEVA PASS USMTN 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EAGR, MTN, E/PHL 

SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE RESTRICTIONS ON US SOYBEAN IMPORTS 

REP: STATE 108366 

1. U.S. HAS REQUESTED "AUTOMATIC LICENSING" FOR SOYBEAN 
IMPORTS INTO THE PHILIPPINES AS SINE QUA NON FOR 
LIBERALIZATION OF U.S. IMPORT DUTY ON COCONUT OIL. HOW- 
EVER, NO "LICENSING" PROCEDURE AS SUCH FOR SOYBEAN IMPORTS 
INTO THE PHILIPPINES NOW EXISTS. GOP COULD NEVERTHELESS 
CONTROL IMPORTS, SINCE NATIONAL GRAINS AUTHORITY (NGA), 

A GOVERNMENT AGENCY, HAS A MONOPOLY OF IMPORTS. TO DATE, 
NGA HAS NOT REPEAT NOT RESTRICTED SOYBEAN PURCHASES. IF 
IN 5 TO 10 YEARS PHILIPPINE SOYBEAN PRODUCTION BECOMES 
VIABLE, NGA WILL PROBABLY USE THIS AUTHORITY TO PROTECT 
LOCAL PRODUCT, ALTHOUGH WE DOUBT PHIL STO EAN 
BECOME SELF-SUPFICIENT. ABOVE ALSO APPLIES TO SOYBEAN 
MEAL. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MANILA 07456 080856Z 


2. EMBASSY REQUESTS STR AND MTN DEL GENEVA: 

(1) RE- WORD U.S. REQUEST ON SOYBEANS, SPECIFYING 
EXACTLY WHAT CONCESSIONS WE EXPECT (SINCE LICENSING PER 
SE DOES NOT REPEAT NOT EXIST). 
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(2) NOTIFY PHILIPPINES OF OUR REWORDED REQUEST BEFORE 
GOP OBSERVES, CORRECTLY IN A STRICTLY TECHNICAL SENSE, 
THAT NO LICENSING IS REQUIRED. TOUSSAINT 
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